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A D Q W I N T E R  E D I T I O N

“Downtown seems to have found 
its groove...” Kim Granholm

Welcome to our new publication, Aurora Downtown Quarterly. 
We look forward to updating you on downtown happenings. We 
are excited to introduce you to downtown business owners and 
others who are making an impression on downtown Aurora. 

In 2018, we saw some amazing businesses open their doors such 
as Branch Gardens, Tredwell Coffee, Wyckwood House, and 
Calla Lily Victorian Tea Room. In 2019, we look forward to some 
more doors opening.

Downtown seems to have found its groove, and as an organization, 
Aurora Downtown is excited to help it grow in the New Year.

As theater and special events, like First Fridays, continue to grow 
the crowds in downtown, we are gradually seeing vacant spaces 
being filled and empty buildings being sold for redevelopment. 

Aurora Downtown will keep growing First Fridays as an incredible 
regional event, and we will continue to promote downtown as a 
great destination for shopping, dining, entertainment, and more. 

If you notice that the star on the Leland Tower is shining brighter, 
that is thanks to some of our funding being utilized to hire a 
company to restring all of the lights. 

We are honored to invest in our downtown, and we thank you 
for investing in it, too.

Happy New Year!

KIM GRANHOLM
PRESIDENT

THE SCENE
KORI KASPER
#hopewingsaurora 
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T H E  S C E N E T H E  S C E N E

On two Thursday evenings a month, Aurora Film Society brings films 
that you didn’t know you had to see to Aurora Regional Fire Museum. 
The subscription-based nonprofit also encourages post-movie-viewing 
discussion at downtown restaurants.  
Find out more at aurorafilmsociety.org. 

Opening in Spring 2019, The Venue is the Fox Valley Music Foundation’s 
answer to bringing more live music to the Aurora area. The Venue, located 
at 21 S. Broadway, is a 250-seat music house that will open up into Agnes 
Mundy Park adjacent to Water Street Mall.
Find out more at themusicvenue.org.

Tea and scones are now downtown Aurora’s newest must-haves thanks 
to Calla Lily Victorian Tea Room opening up on the corner of LaSalle and 
Benton streets in October. The tea room serves lunch Tuesday through 
Saturday. Reservations are required for High Tea.  
callalilytearoom.com

Mark Hogan is finishing up the final touches to the tavern he is opening 
at 24 N. Broadway in downtown Aurora. Hogan, who also owns Wilson 
Street Tavern in Batavia, opens up for a couple of sneak peeks in 
December, and is excited to open for good soon. 
Visit Tavern on Broadway on Facebook. 

Beebee’s Deli looks to open at 101 N. River St. in the spring. The deli 
(paying homage to Aurorans Hal and Pat Beebee) will be the latest 
addition to New York Street’s Restaurant Row. With a focus on local, 
partners Elemy, Gillerson’s Grubbery, and Yetee Station have teamed 
up to create a truly unique Aurora-centric menu. 
Find Beebee’s Deli on Facebook. 

Save the date for the grand opening of the Paramount School of the Arts 
on June 1. Tour the new space at 20 S. Stolp Ave. and more. The school is 
currently keeping busy by offering a Broadway Intensive series that aligns 
with the theater’s Broadway offerings. 
Visit paramountaurora.com/education for more information on the 
school or to sign up for classes.  

Aurora Film Society

The Venue

Calla Lily Tea Room School of the Arts

Beebee’s Deli

Tavern on Broadway
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B R A N C H  G A R D E N S

“Everybody as a community has 
embraced me.” Kori Kasper

Kasper, 28, said she didn’t plan on opening up a garden shop 
even just a year ago at this time. Now she is working to expand 
the shop and focusing on what she’s discovered is her niche: 
wreaths and container design. This winter, she’s offering a series 
of free workshops to help customers design their own winter 
containers. 

Kasper said that people have been very supportive and are 
thankful for her to be there; they’re also making her feel confi-
dent about her design skills. As far as being part of downtown, 
she said that all of the businesses have come together to pro-
mote each other. “It’s nice to have people care as much as I do,” 
she said.

To that end, Kasper has been pleasantly surprised by a handful 
of Hesed House guests who have helped her to promote her 
business. She said they do everything possible to help her out. 
One guest helped her to save Christmas, she said. When Kasper 
was having a difficult time finding Christmas trees for the corner 
lot, a Hesed House guest connected her to a source that came 
through with dozens of trees. 

“I love having the garden shop, but I feel I am here for a different 
reason. To be someone’s friend,” she said. 
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B R A N C H  G A R D E N S

KORI KASPER

Located at 77 S. Lake St., Branch Gardens is the hip new garden 
center that opened in the spring of 2018. Owner Kori Kasper has 
been overwhelmed with the positive reception she’s received 
from the community and downtown business owners.
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F I V E  Q U E S T I O N S

SAM CERVANTES
Q: How long have you been painting? 
A:  I’ve been drawing as far back as my memories go. About three 

to four years old. I got into hip hop art around 1983.

Q: What are you hoping murals do for Aurora?
A:  Public art has always had a way of uplifting the morale in 

neighborhoods and in many cases helped property values rise. 
I hope it can do the same here.

Q: How did the idea of the mural come about? 
A:  This idea is one that is used all over the globe. It’s not a new 

idea. I just put my spin on it.

Q: Why wings? 
A:  I have a lot of friends that have passed away from cancer, 

heart disease, suicide, drug overdose, and car accidents, and 
who have been murdered. It’s a memorial in their memory. Plus 
death is inevitable, so what better way to capture the minutes 
we have left on earth than a picture of you with a majestic set 
of wings?

Q: What do you hope will be the future of art in Aurora?
A:  I want Aurora to realize that art impacts a culture. Art is what 

future generations go back to when trying to understand a 
culture. How would we have understood the Mayan culture if 
it wasn’t for its artifacts? How would we understand ancient 
civilizations if it wasn’t for cave art, sculptures, pottery, jewelry, 
etc. I just hope that the general public would understand 
that in every one of us lives an artist. Don’t be quick to judge 
something that you don’t understand, and appreciate it for 
the beauty it brings. We don’t understand what the birds are 
saying when they chirp, but it is a beautiful sound. That’s what 
I would love for my city. Beautifully painted walls and kindness. 
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M U S E U M  C O R N E R A B O U T/ E V E N T S / M E E T I N G S

SciTech Hands On Museum
SciTech celebrated their 30th year with 30 events in 2018. Two of those will be 
returning in the New Year due to great success. Comet-y night, an evening of 
laughter and comedy returns in the spring, and the museum will start an annual 
birthday tradition in September when their Birthday Bash returns.

The full-on STEAM museum now offers Little Learner Labs, a two-hour drop 
off program for ages three to five, and Explore With Me Workshops for parents 
and children. For dates, check scitechmuseum.org. 

Aurora Regional Fire Museum
The fire museum celebrated their 50th anniversary in 2018 with several events, 
including the opening of the Charles and Georgia Goodwin Aurora Room to 
honor the work of their first curator Captain Charles Goodwin and his late 
wife Georgia. The popular Community Hero Day and Touch-a-Truck event will 
return in 2019. 

The museum is continuing to expand its hours, and now offers storytime in 
conjunction with Aurora Public Library. 

G.A.R. Memorial Hall Museum
G.A.R. Memorial Museum will soon receive the $750,000 IDNR grant for restoration of 
the building, which was frozen in 2014. The plan is to use the money to complete 
the lower lever and turn it into exhibition space, a research center, and meeting 
area for local Veteran and service organizations. 

The museum is working with Scott Sherwood to restore the four portraits of 
Washington, Lincoln, General Thomas, and Admiral Farragut in the main hall. The 
project will be completed in time for the Hall opening on Memorial Day of 2019.

David L. Pierce Art and History Center
Aurora Public Art opened a new community flex space on the first floor of The 
Pierce Center in 2018. They hosted half a dozen community-initiated events as 
well as several music performances including Sam Trump and Douglas Ewart 
and the Nyahbingi Drum Choir. The third floor is currently open with the 21st 
annual Winter Garden of Youth art show. 

For the first time, visiting artists were brought in to complete two outdoor murals, 
and local artists painted almost a dozen utility boxes throughout downtown. 

Aurora Downtown is a nonprofit of business and property 
owners located within downtown’s Special Service Area 
#One. Governed by a volunteer board of directors, the 
group oversees downtown beautification, a number of 
events, and promoting the downtown as a whole. The board 
meets bimonthly on the third Thursday at 8 a.m. on City 
Hall’s fifth floor. 

Dec 7 First Fridays’ Cocoa Crawl

Dec 8 & 15 Santa on Broadway

Feb 1 First Fridays

Jan 17 Board Meeting

Feb 21 Morning Mixer
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Photo of the star’s light renovations in November 2018 on Leland Tower by Joe Weber.

Don’t Ever Give Up!
Congratulations on your retirement, Joe Hopp! 


